SOLAR NOTES

Edited by Nick James

WHITE LIGHT SOLAR ACTIVITY

White light MDF, 1994 December

Observer MDF R Q

North South Total Days Total Days Total Days
E.H. Strach 0.48 1.28 1.76 21 25.00 12 4.29 21
K.J.Medway 0.46 0.94 1.40 15 - - - -
J.G. Gissing 0.25 1.25 1.50 4 - - 3.80 4
B. Hardie 0.38 0.76 1.14 21 16.09 21 - -
M. Gotz - - 0.80 10 - - - -
D. Elias - - 1.53 19 27.80 19 - -
MEANS 0.43 1.02 1.39 90 22.42 52 4.21 25

MDF = Mean Daily Frequency of active areas, R = sunspot number, Q = mean quality estimate (JBAA 98,6,pp282-286)
Table 1

BAA/TA Comparison

Month Active areas Spot numbers
BAA TA BAA TA
1994 November 1.63 1.37 21.06 23p1

Sunspot Activity, 1994 December
Again, the low Solar elevationand poor weather
combined to reducthe coveragehis month.Observers
again reported &ow level of activity. Activity inthe S
hemisphere far exceeded that in the N.

Strach reportshat a smalkpot formednhear the Himb
on the 8th at510/229. On the nexday this spot had
grown tobecome group of at leashine spotsand by
the 14th it haddevelopedinto a large bi-polar group
with numerous smalpots betweethe large leader and
follower. Onthis date, as itrossedthe CM, Medway
reportsthat it was visiblewith the nakedeye using a
Solar Skreen filter. The group reached its maximum
extentbetweenthe 14th and the 16tlvhen it covered
13° of longitude. Strach reporthat by the time it
approached the W limb tadfadedand itwaslastseen
on the 19th.

According to Strach the most interestiegent of the
monthwasthe appearance of a near-equatosfait just

to the N of the equatandwhich wasthe only N spot
seen during the month. He first saw it near to the E limb
on the 17th at NO.5/105. On the next day thveeee two
small follower spotswhich were definitely inthe S
hemisphere at S3/95. On the 20th Strach measured the
position of thenorthernspot as N0.25/106.and the
follower at S4/96.5. He notes that positional work at this
time of theyear is difficult due tahe poor seeing and
distortion of the disk.

Strach's measunspot latitudesvere 0.5° in the N (1
group)and 8.7° in the S (§roups).Polar faculaewere
observed on Dec 3, 6, 81, 22, 23 and 28 in the S and
Dec 3, 8 and 23 in the N.

A few solar observationswere received from Jon
Shanklin atFaraday Station, Antarctica btltey have
not been includedbovesince they only coveretthe last
week ofthe month. Since the Sun @ovethe horizon
for most ofthe day frombhis location more observations
are expected!

MONOCHROMATIC SOLAR ACTIVITY

Prominence MDF, 1994 December

Observer All Latitudes 0-40 40-9C¢
North South Total Days| North South Total North South Total
B. Hardie 35 6
K.J. Medway 475 050 525 4 3.00 025 3.25 1.75 025 2/00
E. Strach 1.92 1.38 331 13 1.53 1.15 2|69 0.38 0.23 D.62

Prominence activity

Medway reportsthat afew interesting prominencesere
seen during the month. lBw arch prominenceas noted

on the 4th andedgerow prominences were seen on the
18th. Strach reportshat most of the prominences he
observed werainremarkable. He alsobserved aminor
eruption on the 4th at S&sociated with a spot at S8/281
which was rotating onto the disk.

Strach observed severadmall prominences around the
40° zone in the N between tbéh and 25thfirst on the E
limb and then the W. Haotesthat they were associated
with a chain of filaments around 40N.

Flares, 1994 December

Date Time Lat CMD Type  Obs.
3 1235-1240 S18 E67 Sn  KIM
8 1155 S12 E72 SF  EHS§
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