SOLAR NOTES

Edited by Nick James

WHITE LIGHT SOLAR ACTIVITY

White light MDF, 1996

Observer MDF R Q
North South Total Days Total Days Total Days
E.H. Strach 0.00 0.00 0.00 22 - - - -
G. North 0.00 0.00 0.00 13 0.00 13 - -
W. Heyes 0.00 0.00 0.00 ¢ - - 0.00 6
K. Medway 0.00 0.00 0.00 22 - - - -
P. Meadows 0.20 0.00 0.20 10 2.20 10 0.20 10
J. Isles 0.00 0.00 0.00 17 0.00 17 - -
J. Shanklin 0.00 0.00 0.00 20 - - - -
M. Gotz 0.00 0.00 0.00 18 - - - -
MEANS 0.02 0.00 0.02 128 0.55 40 0.13 16

MDF = Mean Daily Frequency of active areas, R = sunspot number, Q = mean quality estimate (JBAA 98,6,pp282-286)

Prominence MDF, 1996 October

Observer All Latitudes 0-40° 40-90°

North  South Total Days | North South Total| North South Tota
E.H. Strach 200 080 2.80 5 140 080 220 0.60 0.00 D.60
K. Medway 161 233 394 1§ 078 205 283 083 0.28 111

Sunspot Activity, 1996 October

With some understatement John Isles reportéuat
October wasanother quiet month”. Thenly observer to
report any whitdight spot activity was Meadows. On the
26th hesaw twogroups, each consisting of a single pore,
at N28/216 and N2/170.

Polar faculaewere seen bilorth onOctober23, 25 and
29. Strachsawpolar faculae o©October 13and 17 in the
N.

Apart fromMedway (see below) nceports of the partial
eclipse were receivedlhe weatherover the UK was
certainly uncooperative on that Saturday!

Prominence activity, 1996 October

In contrast to whitdight activity the prominence MDF
has been maintained at a reasonable level.

Strach reportsthat a magnificent pair of interacting
prominences was seen dme W limb onOctober2nd.

The N component extended from S2 to &&d the S
component from S25 to S28. On tf@lowing day the
remainders of the S component were seahérshapes of
three trees. The last tracesrestill present on the 5th as
arcs and trees.

Early in the monthseveral high latitude prominences
were seen otthe W limbbetween N33andN57. On the
17th the prominence seen earlier in thenth reappeared
on the E limb. By the 19tlboth Medway and Strach
reported that it had become aprominent filament
stretching from S10/E42 to S30. By the 21st Strach was
unable to see the feature despite good conditions.

Medway reportsthat heobservedthe October 12partial
eclipse in K. He commentshat it wasinteresting to see
the Moon pass in front ofhe Chromospheré&ome of us
would have found iinteresting toseethe Moon pass in
front of the Sun!

No flares were seen by TA observers during the month.
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