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R AQL: BRIGHT MAXIMUM

John Toone: Another Mira having a bright maxima in 2022 is R Aql:

14th Dec: 6.7mv; 29th Dec: 6.1mv

The above mags are derived from new sequence 30.03 released earlier this month. Using the previous sequence 30.02 the mags would recalculate to 6.5 & 5.9 respectively.

Dec 30, last night’s light estimate of A(2)V(1)D is marginally the brightest I have recorded R Aql in the past 41 years.

R Aql is becoming a challenge to observe as it approaches solar conjunction and I would appreciate independent confirmation of the current brightness level before the star is fully lost in twilight.

Rob Dryden adds

I had it at 5.9 mag on the 26th Dec, using the 30.02 sequence.
Guy M Hurst
